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What we focused learning on and why:

EOTC is a key context for Waimea College’s Education for Enterprise (E4E) programme. As Waimea College Principal, Larry Ching observes: 

[bookmark: _GoBack] “Early in my teaching career I realised the value of giving students opportunities to use their skills and knowledge in real life situations.  Education for Enterprise, authentic learning, making it real… the title is not so important, what does matter is using an approach that develops all the key competencies, and a whole lot of other areas of the New Zealand Curriculum and gives meaning to what and how the students learn.”

In 2010, all 300 year 10 students engaged in a project on the sustainability of the Waimea Inlet – the South Island’s largest estuarine system. As an often overlooked feature on Waimea College’s backdoor, the estuary and those who played, worked and lived around it provided an authentic, outside-the-classroom context for students to engage with. The aim was to develop a 50 year vision for the inlet by applying E4E and Education for Sustainability (EfS) principles.

What we planned (focusing inquiry):

In order for students to develop a 50 year vision, an information-gathering phase was required. Students listened to visiting speakers, explaining the issues and opportunities related to the Waimea Inlet. They then chose sustainability topics they would like to explore from across a range of subject areas such as science, social studies, technology – design, wood and fabric, Māori history, media, visual arts and multimedia design. Topics that students raised included: preserving biodiversity, managing sediment and erosion, enhancing recreational opportunities, researching early Māori habitation and ascertaining stream health. They planned investigations and formulated questions for landowners, recreationalists, scientists, business people and other stakeholders. 

What we did (teaching inquiry):

Students visited sites around the inlet and worked with the community to research issues and opportunities. On their visit to the inlet they used questionnaires they had created, made digital records and engaged in experiential activities (such as One fish two fish dead fish few fish). 

Community partners ranged from local industry to The New Zealand Fish & Game Council, developers, Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society, the Ornithological Society, stream scientists, iwi, cycleway advocates, landowners and airport management. 

Students tested water quality, mapped out different land uses, interviewed stakeholders, examined bio-diversity, and constructed strategies for the future. Other activities generated from their EOTC trips and planning included: designing and creating models of bridges for the proposed cycle way, making models of a future inlet, producing information brochures and videos to inform the public plus designing and printing t-shirts with a related environmental theme.
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Students worked with the community in real-life settings.             A student designs an inlet cycleway bridge based on field visits.

What happened (learning inquiry):

A social action approach was taken. Back at school, after the visiting speakers and field trips, students formulated a 50 year vision for the inlet. Visions were depicted on large presentation boards. These were presented to judges and the community at a whole-of-year 10 event, with students passionately outlining their findings and vision via song, dance, PowerPoint and speech. 
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Students from Hilary House work on their 50 year vision.

In order to sustain the initiatives developed by the year 10 group, the following year’s year 10 GATE class (Gifted and Talented Education) built upon their findings to develop social action projects. Again, EOTC was a key element – contacting inlet stakeholders, visiting sites, carrying out investigations in situ and implementing actions.

Safety and planning considerations:

Bus trips were run to several destinations around the Waimea Inlet. A parental permission slip was required and the E4E Coordinator organised the safety management. EOTC experiences of this nature falls into the activity type of ‘Off-site – short visits in the local community - lower risk environments (EOTC Guidelines, 2009, p. 26-27). 

Check the requirements of your own school policies when planning such learning experiences. See the EOTC Guidelines, 2009 for further information. 

Further information, links and resources:
· EOTC Guidelines, 2009: http://eotc.tki.org.nz/EOTC-home/EOTC-Guidelines
· See the Education Gazette feature article on the Waimea Inlet project http://www.edgazette.govt.nz/Articles/Article.aspx?ArticleId=8282
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Teens map out a vision for future
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